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Michelle Thompson Ulerich and Justine Hill collaboration. All photos by Arnaud Falchier (www.ttltrack.com)
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Contributed by Sharon Butler / For the past seven years, Norte Maar, an enterprising and energizing

interdisciplinary arts group based in the Cypress Hills neighborhood of Brooklyn and led by Jason Andrew and Julia

Gleich, has organized CounterPointe, a series of short dance performances that pair female choreographers with

female visual artists. The artists might make costumes, sets, objects, or projections for a given performance. And

sometimes the activity of collaborating with an artist from a di�erent medium suggests new ways of working that

they carry back to their regular studio activities. This year, artists Amy Lincoln, Roxanne Jackson, Jamie Powell,

Justine Hill, Meg Lipke, and Joy Curtis were selected to participate. Created over the course of only two months, each

program re�ected an intense intellectual and creative exchange and impressive synergy, deftly combining the

layered contemplations of visual art with dance’s unmediated verve and ephemerality.

Courtney Cochran an with Jamie Powell collaboration. 

Amy Lincoln, known for her surrealist and often slyly haunting depictions of plant life, both indoor and out, created a

large-scale animation for “Sun Don’t Shine,” which was projected at the back of the stage. Seeing Lincoln’s small

imagery on such a large scale was thrilling. The piece featured an outdoor scene and an animated loop of changing

weather, from a bright sunny day, to convergent clouds, rain, and sunshine again.  The dancer, wearing a bright

orange costume, presented Melanie Ramos‘s lively solo dance as if she were the energy force that animates the

natural world.

In “Rising,” Courtney Cochran composed a playful piece for four dancers who appeared in thin earthy-brown shifts

and moved around the stage like woodland creatures. Jamie Powell contributed canvases loosely tied and draped

around gridded metal frames. The dance and visual art elements seemed to establish a telling tension between a

distressed arti�cial world and a more vibrant and hopeful natural one.

http://nortemaar.org/
https://amylincoln.com/
http://www.roxannejackson.com/
http://www.jamielpowell.com/
https://justinehill.com/home.html
https://www.meglipkestudio.com/
http://www.joycurtisartist.com/
https://amylincoln.com/
https://www.instagram.com/melanieramosss/?hl=en
http://www.jamielpowell.com/


Janice Rosario and Joy Curtis collaboration.

For Janice Rosario’s  brooding, sexy duet, “The Simple Things,” sculptor Joy Curtis created an evocative piece that

referenced skeletons, directly and as a shadow. Performed on a dark stage, sparsely lit by spots, the dance, combined

with Curtis’s work, captured a sense of yearning for love and other things lost, personally and perhaps culturally.

The ribcage-like forms made from brightly colored torn t-shirt scraps and attached to the dancer’s dark clothes,

seemed to suggest the strained and tattered armature that holds each of us together.

Justine Hill and Michelle Thompson Ulerich’s “Shapeshifters” also featured a duet, but rather than yearning, this

one captured a kind of striving. The dancers, wearing white out�ts that might have come from The Gap, performed

amid freestanding, shaped paintings reminiscent of classical Greek sculpture. Each was painted with short vertical

marks in saturated colors. As the performance began, the dancers were hiding behind the paintings, but, as the dance

unfolded, they began to transfer bits of the color from the paintings to their costumes, as if they were blank canvases

in the process of being painted. The process also might have intimated the blossoming and consolidation that

romance can precipitate.

https://www.janicerosarioandcompany.com/
http://www.joycurtisartist.com/
https://justinehill.com/home.html
http://michellethompson.org/


Mari Meade and Roxanne Jackson collaboration.

In Mari Meade’s jaunty and knowing “tryptic” collaboration with sculptor Roxanne Jackson, three dancers with

cheetah print shirts and glamorous Valley of the Dolls wigs perform on the stage with three ceramic busts that were

placed above eye-level on geometric pedestals and adorned with �owing wigs like the ones the dancers wear. The

authentic versus the synthetic, Dorian Gray’s portrait, and reality TV all came to mind during this rich, wry

performance.

Julia K. Gleich with Meg Lipke collaboration. 

http://www.mmdcbrooklyn.com/
http://www.roxannejackson.com/


The last dance, a witty, playful, and narratively complex collaboration between CounterPointe co-organizer Julia K.

Gleich and Meg Lipke, was inspired by Mira Schor’s writing on her blog A Year of Positive Thinking. The dancers use

Lipke’s painted textile sculptures as set objects, costumes, and props to explore the di�erent phases of an artist’s

life, from, in Schor’s words, naked to not dead enough. The dancers manipulate and utilize Lipke’s

objects expansively, yet the program retains an overarching structural coherence, implying that good artists, though

they do not know precisely where they are going, invariably have sound internal guidance. Indeed, all twelve of the

artists and choreographers demonstrated this precept.

Norte Maar has not only seized upon the clever and promising experiment of teaming women artists and

choreographers and tasking them to generate performances; it has also nurtured the project to initial success and

then summoned the energy and resources to continue the journey. An annual event for seven years, CounterPointe

should live in perpetuity. Don’t miss it next year.

CounterPointe 7 was organized by Jason Andrew and Julia Gleich and performed at The Actors Fund Arts Center, 160

Schermerhorn Street, Brooklyn, New York, on April 26, 27, and 28.

Related posts: 

CounterPointe 5: From white cube to black box 

Rachel Beach and Julia Gleich: Strength and precarious balance 

Adirondack idyll: Jay Invitational of Clay, Rockwell Kent, Ausable Chasm & more
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Closed-Eye Hallucinations
with Jennifer Coates Paul
Whiting talked with Jennifer
Coates about her experience

while stricken with Covid, her strategy for
continuing to work while stuck in bed, and
how she developed a series of ...

Two Coats Selected Gallery
Guide: May 2021 Cathouse
Proper: Leslie Brack,
Kenosha, 2021, watercolor on

paper, 12 x 12 inches Frieze New York
arrives last week at the Shed in Hudson
Yards for a four day post-lockdown ...

Godward: Toward a distant
target Ben Godward,
installation view at Slag
Gallery. Contributed by

Jonathan Stevenson / “Sharp Edges,” Ben
Godward’s mischievously minatory
exhibition of sculpture at Slag Gallery,
which owner and curator Irina
Protopopescu has ...

Art and TV: Professor T, an
extraordinary burst of mind
Koen de Bouw as Professor
Jasper Teerlinck on Professor

T Contributed by Laurie Fendrich / Boy did
the otherwise on-the-mark Guardian
television critic Lucy Mangan get it wrong.
In her 2017 ...

What good is abstract
painting now? Laurie
Fendrich's new studio in
Connecticut Contributed by

Laurie Fendrich / Without any bombs
exploding or even a single shot �red, the
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world we knew before COVID has gone
“poof.” Sure ...

Studio visit: Susanna Heller’s
endless strength Paintings in
Susanna Heller’s
Williamsburg studio

Contributed by Medrie MacPhee / Before
Susanna Heller’s paintings were wrapped
and shipped to Toronto for her upcoming
solo show at Olga Korper, I brought Sharon
Butler ...

Mark Joshua Epstein and art’s 
utility Mark Joshua Epstein, A
Change in Mood and Weather,
installation view Contributed

by Zach Seeger / Mark Joshua Epstein’s
quietly inspiring exhibition “A Change in
Mood and Weather” in The Skirt ...

History: Artist-run galleries
in NYC in the 1950s and 1960s
At artist-run galleries, the
conversation centers on art

rather than commerce. Alternative
spaces provide a place for unknown and
under-recognized artists to mount
exhibitions, for curators to organize their
�rst thematic shows, and for
established artists ...

Art and Film: Painter-Spy in
Bridge of Spies Contributed by
Jonathan Stevenson / Bridge
of Spies begins and ends with

a painting. Steven Spielberg’s latest �lm is
a penetrating and a�ecting consideration
of the Cold War, based on ...

Cameron Rowland: Truth that
lies between object and text
Cameron Rowland,
"Deputies,"2021, installation

view, Maxwell Graham/Essex Street, New
York Contributed by Laurie Fendrich / If
you’re looking for pure beauty, or merely a
tiny aesthetic tingle, Cameron Rowland’s
exhibition ...
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When Your Protest Art Gets Coopted
Source: Hyperallergic Art | Published on 05-30-

21 | By Guy Richards Smit
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YOLA's new Inglewood concert hall a sound
check
Source: LA Times Arts | Published on 05-30-21
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